Purified glutathione S-transferases from parasites as candidate protective antigens.
Glutathione S-transferase (GST) activity was detected in larvae of the Australian sheep blowfly Lucilia cuprina, and in the nematode Haemonchus contortus. A specific inhibitor of the enzyme was shown to affect survival of both species of parasite in vitro. GST from both parasites has been purified and partially characterized. Antisera raised to the purified enzymes were shown to inhibit the enzyme activity in vitro. However, the antisera had no effect on the survival of either parasite.